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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Becky Johnson 

Can you believe it’s September already?  It was just 
Christmas.  As you may know, Pet Partners had planned 
for a regular membership meeting during this month and 
were looking forward to a speaker from Wolf Haven to do 
a presentation for us.  However, because of the guidelines 
just released by Panorama for usage of shared spaces, 
we find that we must cancel this meeting.   We’re very 
disappointed about the need to do this, and we are also 
disappointed that we will be unable to see all of you there.  
Maybe in December?  In the meantime, please be very 
careful to observe Covid safety measures. We want every-

one to get to the end of this pandemic in one piece! 

A couple of reminders.  First, pets outdoors must be 
on leash or in a carrier (per Panorama Pet Guidelines).  
This would cover all pets, not just dogs.  Indoor-outdoor 
cats are not exempt.  Unleashed pets can put residents at 
risk by inadvertently tripping or bumping someone causing 
that person to fall.  The pet could also be hit by a car while 
running in one of our streets.  There is also the risk posed 
by some of the local wildlife.  Coyotes, eagles, and even 
raccoons can and do kill or injure other small animals 
which could include your dog or cat.  The feces of some 
wild animals could infect your animal with parasites or 
communicable disease.  Enough said.  Please leash your 

pets. 

Secondly, I was approached by a resident upset be-
cause some dog owners were depositing their (filled) poop 
bags in her garage can.  Cleaning up after your pet is to 
be commended, but please take that output to your own 
trash can.  It is not always welcome, even in a garbage 

can, by some folks here at Panorama. 

Take care of your fur babies, and we’ll see you as 

soon as we safely can. 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of September 2021, VP/Treasurer, Edith 
Bryan, reported a bank balance of  $1,841.11 

 

Due to Panorama room-use restrictions, our Membership 
Meeting, presenting Wolf Haven, had to be cancelled. As disap-
pointing as it is, we understand the need for reduction in risk, 
due to Covid and its variants. We look forward to the time when 
we can have this truly fascinating presentation. 

MOBILE PET EUTHANASIA 

No pet owner wants to think about the final stages of their 
beloved pet’s life; but the hard truth is that some day that will 
come. It is a good idea to be prepared for that eventuality by 
knowing what resources are available to you. 

Recently, a resident found themselves in a situation where 
their pet was passing and in serious discomfort. They called for 
help and were able to contact Peaceful Transitions Services, 
which we have included in our Pet Resources section. There 
are other providers available. Dr. Tyler came to their home and 
provided euthanasia to the pet and removal. 

There are some good reasons to consider utilizing in-home 
euthanasia: 

 Your pet will be more comfortable at home than in a 
veterinary office, and so will you. How many of your 
pets enjoy going to the vet? 

 Size of pet can be a transportation problem. 

 For some residents, mobility can be an issue. 
It is always difficult to make these hard decisions in the 

spur of a minute, but having an idea of how you will handle it 
can eliminate some of the stress of the moment. 

Kennel Cough Update: There have been a few instances of 
Kennel Cough varieties. If your dog has a cough, seek out your 
veterinarian for advice and treatment. Also, keep them away 
from other pets until their symptoms abate. Per a veterinarian, 
the Bordatella and the animal Flu vaccines cover most varieties 
of Kennel Cough. As we know, no vaccine is 100% effective, 
but they are largely so. Be sure your dog is up-to-date on its 
vaccines. 
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To kick off last week’s veterinary 
clinic in Ballard, Dr. Hanna Ekström 
gathered her staff and volunteers for a 
group huddle.  

“OK, trying to herd some cats,” said 
Ekström, founder and executive director 
of Seattle Veterinary Outreach, as she 
paced around the parking lot. She 
would know.  

Since launching her nonprofit in 
2019, Ekström has provided veterinary 
care to more than 1,000 pets belonging 
to homeless and low-income people in 
Seattle — and her practice is rapidly 
growing. Last fall, Seattle Veterinary 
Outreach received a three-year grant 
from the Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation, totaling close to $500,000. The 
grant, along with financial support from 
the Jacobi Family Foundation, has al-
lowed the organization to expand its 
services and its staff to now offer hu-
man health services alongside animal 
care. 

The organization offers mobile pet 
clinics two times a week. And with an 
increased staff — including a social 
worker, part-time physician, part-time 
nurse and a staff member who is cur-
rently homeless — it’s able to send out 
a mobile team to help people and pets 
living in RVs and tent encampments.  

Seattle Veterinary Outreach is one 
of the few organizations in the region 
offering free veterinary services and 
supplies to homeless people. Through 
its two-pronged approach, Ekström 
hopes it can encourage pet owners to 
take better care of themselves, and, 
through its free pet care, take one less 
worry off a pet owner’s plate. 

 ‘I rescued him … he rescued 
me’ — Brian Harris waited two hours 
outside the Ballard Food Bank last 
week with his brown-and-gray toy poo-
dle, Jack, for the mobile vet clinic to 
open. 

He’d raised dogs when he was 

teeth are rotten or gone.  
 “We talking about Jack, but I’m 

kind of messed up, too,” he said. Har-
ris has survived serious car accidents 
and needs a wheelchair most of the 
time to get around. 

“I get stressed out,” he said. “And 
when I get like that, I pick Jack up and 
rub on his head and talk to him. He got 
the look to make you melt.”  

Last week, during Jack’s second 
visit with Seattle Veterinary Outreach, 
a vet and two assistants sent Harris 
home with free supplements to help 
Jack’s joints and a steroid to clear up 
what they think is an eye infection or 
allergies. He got two months of flea 
medication, dog food in the form of 
broth so Jack can easily eat it and a 
trim to take off matted clumps of hair.  

Harris also got reassurances and 
validation.  

“He’s gained weight since the last 
time we saw him,” Izzy Kominski, a vet 
assistant with the organization, told 
Harris after completing Jack’s exam. 
“You’re doing a great job taking care of 
him,” she added. “He’s clearly very 
happy with you.” 

“Meet people where they are” 
Ekström founded the nonprofit after a 
25-year-plus veterinary career, starting 
with just her and four volunteers, she 
said. Now, she has 12 paid staff mem-
bers, three of whom are full-time, and 
many more volunteers. 

In 2019, the organization’s first full 
year of operation, she set up 12 clinics 
in Seattle and helped 24 animals, Ek-
ström said. 

Last year, working throughout 
most of the pandemic, her team saw 
around 200 pets during about 20 clin-
ics, she said. So far this year, they’ve 
helped close to 1,000 pets. Ekström 
estimates they’ll see 2,000 by the end 
of the year. 

They now hold around eight clin-
ics per month, setting up outside of 

younger, said Harris, who’s now 62. 
He owned big, strong dogs like Ger-
man shepherds. But when he saw 
Jack’s bony, shivering frame poking 
out of a man’s coat in downtown Se-
attle about three months ago, he 
knew he couldn’t walk away. 

 “I said, ‘Man, give me that dog. 
You don’t know how to take care of 
that dog,’” Harris said. 

He paid the man, slid Jack into 
his jacket and took him home to get 
warm.  

A veterinarian volunteering at the 
Ballard clinic guessed that Jack is 10 
years old, at least. Harris hopes he’s 
got 10 more good years in him. 

“I rescued him,” Harris said. But, 
“He don’t know how much he rescued 
me.”  

Harris can’t afford to take Jack to 
a typical vet clinic. He lives on a fixed 
income in supportive housing pro-
vided through the Downtown Emer-
gency Services Center, one of King 
County’s largest homeless-service 
providers.  

But Harris gives Jack what he 
can. He makes food for the little dog, 
using a potato masher to break down 
cooked carrots, potatoes, green 
beans and chicken, as most of Jack’s 

SEATTLE VETERINARY TEAM HELPS MORE THAN 1,000 HOMELESS PETS; NOW IT’S CARING FOR THEIR OWNERS TOO 
SEATTLE TIMES, JUNE 15, 2021, ANNA PATRICK 

Veterinary assistants Izzy Kominski, left, 

and Leandra Burt shave matted hair from 

Jack, a toy poodle, at a Seattle Veterinary 

Outreach clinic. The organization pro-

vides free pet care and social-service 

support for people in need—and their 

pets. 

https://www.seattlevet.org/
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meet people where they are,” said 
Dr. Cathrine Wheeler, medical 
director for the program.  

Wheeler said that, so far, 
they’re seeing high demand for 
wound care and harm-reduction 
supplies for drug users. In more 
serious cases, team members 
connect people with emergency 
care or a primary care provider.  

In the last six months or so, 
Ekström said, Seattle Veterinary 
Outreach has partnered with Pub-
lic Health – Seattle & King 
County’s mobile medical van to 
offer two clinics at once. 

“It’s difficult because no one 
person can fill all the needs, but I 
see our outreach as one door that 
people can walk through to ac-
cess other services,” Ekström 
said.   

 
 
 

homeless-service providers through-
out Seattle on a rotating basis. 

At the Ballard clinic last week, 
two teams of veterinarians and as-
sistants saw a variety of cases. They 
treated a double ear infection, pro-
vided medications for an 18-year-old 
Shih Tzu and examined a dog in a 
client’s car that was unable to walk 
due to allergy-induced foot lacera-
tions. 

At every clinic, Scott Beck, a 
social worker, helps connect pet 
owners with resources. Since he 
started in March, Beck has made 
more than 400 referrals to social-
service programs in the region, Ek-
ström said.    

“There are so many stigmas 
about people who are experiencing 
homelessness and if they should 
have the responsibility of having a 
pet,” Beck said. “And I can tell by far 
in my life experience and my profes-
sional experience, they are the best 
pet owners there are.” 

Many of Seattle Veterinary Out-
reach’s clients will use their last dol-
lars or whatever free food they ac-
quire to meet for their pets’ needs 
over their own, according to staff 
members and volunteers with the 
organization. 

Living homeless or on a low 
income can make everyday tasks, 
like getting a pet spayed, stressful, 
said Kominski, the vet assistant.“I 
think it helps,” Kominski said, 
“knowing there are organizations like 
us out there who will take care of 
them if they need it.”  

After receiving the Robert Wood 
Johnson grant, Seattle Veterinary 
Outreach launched the Mobile 
Health Outreach team.  

The team conducts street out-
reach every Friday, rain or shine. 

“We go out as a team, and we 

Harris and Jack 

SEATTLE VETERINARY TEAM HELPS MORE THAN 1,000 HOMELESS PETS; NOW IT’S CARING FOR THEIR OWNERS 

TOO 
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Rich Friedman sent in this arti-

cle, which had special meaning to 

him because of the box turtles he 

had in his yard in Sacramento. 

John Rucker was a high school 
English teacher in North Carolina when 
he stumbled upon something interesting. 
Whenever he took his two dogs hiking, 
they would run into the tall grass and 
bring him back box turtles. Like a gift, his 
Boykin spaniels would gently lay them at 

his feet, unharmed. 

He mentioned it to a few people, 
and soon, biology teachers from the 
University of North Carolina started 
reaching out to him and asking whether 
he would take their students out so they 
could put transmitters on the turtles to 

study them. 

Several years later, the outings 
were so successful, Rucker was fielding 
calls from wildlife veterinarians and zo-
ologists who were studying turtle popula-

tions. 

“Because turtles aren’t easily de-
tected in the wild by the human eye, I 
could see that I was on to something,” 

said Rucker, now 73. 

He got more spaniels and used golf 
balls and bacon grease to train them as 

turtle trackers. 

Now, two decades later, Rucker’s 
spaniels are a highly-in-demand, spe-
cialized team trained to sniff out box 

turtles by following their urine trails. 

The dogs — Yogi, Roger, Jenny 
Wren, Lazarus, Scamp, Skeeter and 
Rooster — travel across the country with 
Rucker helping to track turtle popula-

tions and identify threats and diseases. 

Box turtles, which can live to be as 
old as 100, are fascinating to scientists 
and conservationists for various reasons 
including they are vulnerable to environ-
ment changes, so they are indicators of 
how ecosystems are faring around the 

world. 

Every spring and summer, the past 
two decades, Rucker is on the road 
with his dogs, working for university 
biologists and state wildlife conserva-
tion teams. Rucker and the spaniels 
travel by van from their home in Mon-
tana and live in a tent in the environ-
ment where they work:  off dirt roads in 
isolated grasslands, finding box turtles 

that are potentially in danger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the dogs located turtles hid-
ing in tall grass, they alert him by wag-
ging their tails and barking, then care-
fully pick up the turtles in their mouths 

and carry them to him. 

Wildlife conservationists working 
with Rucker will often swab the turtles’ 
mouths to test for diseases like herpes 
and ranavirus — which has a high mor-
tality rate and strikes reptiles, amphibi-

ans…. 

The disease has been found in 
turtles in states throughout the East 
and Midwest, including Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois, and has dev-
astated populations of box turtles. It is 

not harmful to dogs. 

When box turtles are tested for 
ranavirus, they are generally tagged 
with tiny transmitters on their shells so 
their future movements — slow as they 
might be — can be followed and stud-

ied by wildlife experts. 

Sharon Deem, director the Saint 
Louis Zoo Institute for Conservation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicine, in Missouri, was alarmed 
last year when she learned that the 
fast-moving ranavirus had shown up 
at the Saint Louis Zoo WildCare 

Park.  

After four water turtles were 
diagnosed with ranavirus, Deem 
called in Rucker and his dogs to 
help retrieve grassland turtles, as 
she was concerned the disease 

might have spread to them. 

Ricker and his dogs camped 
out in the grasslands for a few days 
and found three box turtles that 
Deem and her zoo team were able 
to swab (they tested negative for 
ranavirus) and tag in the hope that 
they would lead them to other tur-
tles camouflaged in the brush and 

grass. 

Then Rucker packed up and 
headed to another turtle-tracking job 
in Illinois, where he spent several 
weeks working with the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
helping to track ornate box turtles 
that are threatened because of 
habitat loss. Rucker’s dogs found 
about 60 turtles that were then out-
fitted with transmitters so wildlife 
officials can get a better handle on 

their populations, he said. 

Deem, 57, said tracking data 
about the turtles helps wildlife advo-
cates to develop management prac-
tices that can aide in species sur-

vival. 

The turtles also act as senti-
nels, an indicator of the health of 

the ecosystem around them. 

“Turtles are long-lived, slow to 
reproductive maturity and are very 
affected by environmental change,” 
she said. “They’re an indicator of 
ecosystem health and not only for 
turtles, but for other animals and 
even human health. It’s crucial that 

we protect them.” 

HE REALIZED HIS DOGS HAVE AN UNUSUAL SKILL. NOW HE USES THEM TO HELP 

SAVE TURTLES  (Washington Post, June 8, 2021, Cathy Free) 

Rucker and his Boykin Spaniel, 

Scamp, who is holding a box turtle in 

his mouth 
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 HE REALIZED HIS DOGS HAVE AN UNUSUAL SKILL. NOW HE USES THEM TO HELP 

SAVE TURTLES  (Washington Post, June 8, 2021, Cathy Free) 

While box turtles can live an entire 
century, the aver life span is 25 to 30 
years. Ornate box turtles begin to repro-
duce around 20. 

Other dogs have been trained to find 
sea turtle eggs, and a few zoos have 
taught canines to find box turtles, but 
Boyking spaniels are uniquely suited to 
hunt for turtles because they have soft 
mouths and a keen sense of smell, Rucker 
said. 

 

When he and his girlfriend, Karen 
Judge, train dogs at home in Montana, 
they first hide painted golf balls for them to 
find, then move up to turtle shells made of 
fiberglass and slathered in bacon grease, 
said Rucker. From there, the dogs are 
trained to pick up the scent of a turtle’s 
urine trail in the wild. 

“They’re also eager to please,” said 
Rucker. “They love nothing more than to 
find a turtle and proudly bring it to me.” 

The spaniels play a vital role in 
Illinois’s turtle conservation efforts, 
said state herpetologist, Scott Bal-
lard, who has worked with Rucker 
off and on in the field since 2011.He 
said Rucker’s dogs can detect tur-
tles hiding in the grass quickly, al-
lowing wildlife teams to attach trans-
mitters on them in greater numbers. 

“Every three days, we put their 
GPS points into a database, and 
you can almost draw a line to see 
where they’re going,” he said. “A 
male may move a mile a day, look-
ing for females to mate, while the 
females are more sedentary. 
They’re looking for blackberries and 
strawberries and storing up fat to 
produce eggs.” 

Whenever Ballard watches 
Rucker work with his dogs in the 
wild, he is struck by their teamwork, 
he said. 

“The dogs circle the area and 
pick up the scent trail, and not long 
after that, they come across a turtle 
and start barking and pick it up,” he 
said. 

“If we didn’t have John’s dogs, 
it would just be serendipitous to find 
an ornate box turtle,” added Ballard. 
“They’re really hard to spot.” 

For Rucker, nothing matches 
having one of his dogs bring him a 
turtle — head and legs tucked in-
side its shell— dropping it gingerly 
at his feet. 

“They hunt for me out of love,” 
he said. “And I love them, and I love 
turtles and grasslands. “It's a  per-
fect match.” 

 

******** 

 
One of our own, Rich Fried-

man, has had some interesting 

experience with Bob Turtles. 

Prior to moving to Pano-

rama, he lived in Sacramento, 

California. 
In our backyard, in Sacramento, I 

had an enclosure that housed 5 East-
ern Box turtles. (Here’s a picture of 
one of my happy guys. This one was 
raised from about the size of a quar-
ter.).  

Here’s another photo of all 5 
of my Box Turtles eating canta-
loupe.  By the way, while these 
dogs were locating Eastern Box 
Turtles, mine were Three Toed 
Box Turtles.  These guys success-
fully hibernated and survived about 
6 winters in Sacramento.  The peo-
ple who bought our house, rather 
unenthusiastically, promised to 
care for my guys.  Who 
knows.  We couldn’t take them 
with us.   

 

Thank you, Rich. This is 

great information about efforts 

to protect potentially endan-

gered species and improve our 

ecosystems. 

Boykin Spaniels retrieving Box Turtles 
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Services provided by the EAU are 
confidential, and the unit will refer trou-
bled officers to counselors outside of 
the department anonymously if they 
wish. 
AN UNUSUAL PAIRING 

A program called Puppies Behind 
Bars is responsible for bringing Jenny 
and Piper to New York’s Employee 
Assistance Unit. To learn how to han-
dle dogs, four EAU officers recently 
spent two weeks embedded at the 
Bedford Hills Correctional Center, a 
maximum security women’s prison in 
Westchester County, where inmates 
raise puppies to become therapy and 
service animals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The women are housed in their 

own unit; their K-9 trainees sleep be-
side them in cells. 

Tiffany Richway, 29, is serving an 
11-year sentence on a high-level drug 
conviction in a remote upstate county, 
near the Canadian border. Richway 
said the K-9 program has given her 
purpose as she works through her 
sentence. 

“It makes prison so much easier,” 
she said. “It gives you something to 
wake up for.” 

Richway said she and her col-
leagues in the program only recently 
began training therapy dogs for use in 
police departments. They were already 
training dogs for other jobs, including 
to comfort veterans suffering from post
-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. 

At the prison, the NYPD officers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW YORK — New York Police 
Department First Deputy Commis-
sioner Benjamin B. Tucker knows that 
what an officer sees on the job can 
have an impact for many years. He still 
remembers the deadly gang-related 
arson when he was a beat cop in 
Brooklyn in the 1970s, and the un-
solved killing of a man he found lying 
on the pavement, the bullet wound 
behind his ear not yet visible. 

In the wake of the killing of 
George Floyd in police custody and 
the Jan. 6 breach of the U.S. Capitol, 
anti-police fury is “tremendous” and 
“exponentially more palpable than it 
has been in the past, said Tucker, who 
presided over Jenny and Piper’s 
swearing-in ceremony at police head-
quarters earlier this month.  

Assaults on officers are increas-
ing, and communities across the coun-
try are facing calls to “defund the po-
lice.” Beat cops routinely face catcalls 
— and a wall of cell phone cameras 
set to “record” — when carrying out 
daily duties. 

NYPD pooch:  With stress on officers spiking, New York joins wave of police agencies 

using therapy dogs (Washington Post , Shayna Jacobs) 

were paired with inmates who 
trained them to become Jenny and 
Piper’s handlers and backup han-
dlers. The pairing of convict 
coaches and officers was odd at 
first, according to some of those 
who participated. But they quickly 
saw the importance of their com-
mon purpose.  

Sgt. Anthony Manza, who is 
Piper’s backup handler, said the 
dogs “have an uncanny ability to 
spot a person in need and offer 
unconditional compassion.” Some 
therapy dogs are used to ease the 
stress of domestic violence and 
sexual assault victims, often with a 
tactic called “tell me a story,” in 
which the therapy dog sits on the 
lap of an ailing person as they are 
asked to convey a traumatic event. 

“It is our intention to bring tech-
niques like this to cops in crisis, to 
smash through the wall that stigma 
behind mental health has built, to 
get officers to open up in situations 
where they might not normally 
open up, including thoughts of sui-
cide,” Manza said. 

In Fairfax County, three police 
dogs make several rounds of ran-
dom check-ins with officers each 
week, while also responding to 
critical incidents and any situation 
that may be difficult for officers, 
said Lt. Christopher Sharp, who 
commands the Incident Support 
Services unit.  

The dogs tend to disarm offi-

Detect Ronald Thomas meets therapy 

dog Piper 
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cers who could benefit from help but 
might not otherwise feel comfortable 
talking freely with a colleague, Sharp 
said. They are also used in the commu-
nity — appearing at National Night Out 
and other public events. 

Yoes, the national FOP president, 
said police therapy dogs are “sorely 
needed,” especially if used in a way that 
keeps officers from feeling like they will 
face reprisal for seeking help or counsel-
ing. The dogs, he said, are skilled at 
getting big “manly” cops to “sit on the 
floor and play with them.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TRAUMA BOTH PHYSICAL AND MENTAL. 

Blue H.E.L.P., an organization de-
voted to promoting mental health for law 
enforcement, says at least 89 officers 
have died by suicide so far this year. 
That is compared with 239 law enforce-
ment suicides in 2019 — the year 10 
New York officers took their own lives — 
174 in 2020 and 182 in 2018.  

Four officers who were at the Capi-
tol on Jan. 6 have since taken their own 
lives. 

Many officers who survived the at-
tacks at the Capitol continue to suffer 
from mental as well physical injuries. 

Attacks on officers across the coun-
try are on the rise, according to statistics 
compiled by the FOP, with 185 officers 
shot, including 35 killed, through July. 
The organization said ambush-style at-
tacks are up 126 percent from last year, 
with 67 officers shot in 52 incidents. Ear-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lier this month, two Chicago officers 
were shot, one fatally, during a traffic 
stop.  

Betsy Brantner Smith, a retired 
police sergeant and longtime dog 
owner who worked in suburban Chi-
cago, used to supervise her agency’s 
K-9 unit. 

Now a spokeswoman for the 
National Police Association and a 
police trainer, Smith often brought 
Marley, her German shepherd res-
cue, to courses she teaches with her 
husband across the country. 

Marley, who died recently, had a 
knack in her training sessions for 
cozying up to officers who had been 
in a shooting or who had experi-
enced another kind of trauma, Smith 
said.  

While she was on the job, her 
pets were always a source of com-
fort. In her recent eight-month stint of 
treatment for breast cancer, her pair 
of terrier mixes were a loving pres-
ence that helped her get through.  

“That’s one of the reasons I so 
strongly believe in these programs — 
is because I have seen with my own 
personal experiences what dogs 
mean to people, [and] what dogs 
have meant to our family,” Smith 
said.   

 

NYPD Therapy Dogs (continued) 

Did you know that pet insurance is 
now available for your four-legged 
family members at Costco? 

According to Pawlicy Advisor, a 
pet insurance marketplace, the aver-
age cost for unexpected veterinary 
care ranges from $800 to $1500. Acci-
dents like broken bones or animal 
bites can cost $3000 to $7000 to treat, 
and this doesn’t include X-r4ays or 
anesthesia. 

Costco Connection: Why is insur-
ance important to have if you’re a pet 
owner? Pets are now living longer, 
healthier lives due to advanced veteri-
nary treatments, but those can come 
at a steep price. The unexpected na-
ture of injuries and illnesses often 
leaves pet parents with little to no sav-
ings to cover treatment expenses. En-
ter pet insurance, which provides cov-
erage for unexpected injuries and ill-
nesses for a monthly premium. 

Pet insurance should be part of 
every new pet parent’s checklist. It 
means you’re thinking about  the costs 
associated with having a pet and em-
powering you to say yes to veterinary 
care without worrying about taking a 
financial hit. At Figo, our mission is to 
help people make care-based rather 
than cost-based pet health care deci-
sions. We think that’s a huge win for 
veterinarians, pets and pet parents. 

Costco members in select states 
are eligible for a 15% premium dis-
count. Executive Members, who live in 
certain states, can enroll for free. In-
surance may not be available in all 
states. 

For more information, go to 
Costco.com and search for “pet insur-
ance.” 

Please note that Pet Partners is 

not recommending or promoting any 

particular Pet Insurance Company. It 

is just to make you aware this is an 

option available through Costco, so, 

if you wish, you can investigate to see 

if it works for you. 

Detective Ronald Thomas works with 

therapy dog, Piper, at Bedrod Hills 

Correctional Facility 

First Deputy Commissioner, Benja-

min Tucker, Swears in Piper with 

Sergeant Manza (left) and Detective 

Ronald Thomas (right) 

Pet Insurance 

Costco Connection 
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Bumpous 

Chicken Soup for the Soul Loving our Cats 

The big, Maine-coon-type cat 
was found by firefighters on Fa-
ther’s Day 1996, his long, orange 
fur matted and scorched. He lay, 
barely alive, in the charred remains 
of the wildfires that plagued Alaska 
that year. Even though he must 
have been in great pain, the cat 
purred the moment he was touched. 
When the vet first saw the badly 
burned cat, he began to cry. He had 
never seen a living animal with such 
extensive injuries. The fire had 
claimed his rear feet and all his front 
toes. The vet was afraid this latest 
fire victim might not survive long. 

But the cat was a survivor. 
Bumpus, as he came to be called, 
seemed unaware of the odds 
against him. Once he began to heal, 
Bumpus struggled persistently to 
learn to walk again. Eventually, to 
everyone’s astonishment, he suc-
ceeded. 

Bumpus became a favorite with 
the rescue volunteers, who helped 
the clinic staff care for him. After 
facing so much ruin, devastation 
and death in the wake of the fires, 
the presence of this friendly, spirited 
cat boosted morale and helped the 
rescuers continue their work. 

One of the volunteers, a 
woman name Sharon, fell in love 
with the big orange cat. When she 
was finished in Alaska, she couldn’t 
face leaving him behind, so when 
Bumpus was well enough to travel, 
he came home to live with her in 
Missouri. 

Besides doing emergency res-
cue work, Sharon volunteered at 
her local humane society. Her spe-
cialty was fostering sick or injured 
kittens in her home and nursing 
them back to health. Not long after 

Bumpus came to live with her, Sharon 
took in a litter of badly wounded kit-
tens who required special medical 
attention—two of them eventually 
need to have a leg amputated. After 
the surgery, one of the two-month-old 
kittens, a female named Minus, came 
home from the vet, charged out of her 
carrier and jumped right up on the 
bed. She didn’t even seem to notice 
she was missing a front leg. 

But her brother, Cheerio, named 
for the circular patterns on his solid 
orange coat, was traumatized by the 
operation. Unlike other amputees 
Sharon had fostered, Cheerio seemed 
depressed at having lost a limb. He 
cried constantly, and when he tried to 
walk, Cheerio always fell and ended 
up doing a somersault. He took his 
frustration out on the carpeting, biting 
and growling at anything around him. 
At other times, he hid under the bed, 
refusing to come out. 

When Sharon saw how de-
pressed Cheerio was—even his eyes 
were dull—she worried he might 
sicken and die. She had to do some-
thing, but what? Her eyes fell on Bum-
pus, serenely grooming himself in a 
sunny spot on the floor. He’s been 
through this, she thought. maybe he 
could help. 

Sharon had isolated the injured 
kittens in one room in an attempt to 
keep them less active. When she 
opened the door to the kittens’ room 
for Bumpus, he made a beeline for the 
crying kitten, quietly talking to him the 
whole way. He walked right up to the 
kitten and, wrapping his furry front 
paws around Cheerio’s damaged little 
body, held him like a child holds a doll. 
Then Bumpus began rubbing his head 
against Cheerio’s head and licking the 
kitten’s face. Immediately, the crying 

stopped and  the purring began. The 
little three-legged kitten, who could not 
warm to the love of a human, immedi-
ately responded to the love of another 
orange cat—a larger version of him-
self—who had suffered this way, too. 

Over the next few days, Cheerio 
and Bumpus became inseparable. 
Though Cheerio didn’t want his litter-
mates around, he stuck close to Bum-
pus. Often, when Sharon looked in on 
them, she found Bumpus and the kit-
ten curled up together on the bed—the 
bed that Cheerio had refused to jump 
on, hiding under it instead. 

Thanks to Bumpus's therapy, 
Cheerio regained his cheerful disposi-
tion and eventually went to live with a 
devoted new family. 

Since then, Bumpus has become 
Sharon’s secret weapon. Any time she 
has a problem with a kitten, she sends 
the big cat in and waits for the inevita-
ble miracle. 

Bumpus works his magic on peo-
ple as well. Sharon often takes him to 
visit children in the pediatric oncology 
ward at the hospital. The children are 
deeply affected when they see what 
the fire did to Bumpus and witness 
how his strong will to live has helped 
him. They reach out eagerly to pet the 
big, brave cat. And his presence 
seems to quiet their fears. 

Sharon doesn’t wonder how Bum-
pus does it. Because she's always 
known. This wonderful cat possesses 
an enormous quantity of the healing 
spirit—more than enough to share 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate your interest.  Thank 
you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Sharon Deebach       5423 
Don Deebach             5423 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Marsha Majors            5697 
Emily Ray                   5739 
Rudy Ressler              5734 
Beth Seacord              5075 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mike Willis     5336 
 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Don Deebach             5423 
Sharon Deebach        5423 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Dog Sitting 

Don Deebach              5423 
Sharon Deebach          5423 
Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

 Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny   541-218-6965; Email:  loriMckinstry15@yahoo.com 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Oliver Flotte/O’Donnell 
Kofi Markey 

Tiny Hampton 
Ike Roche 

Dog and Cat Sitting 
Stephanie Rose, Vet Tech 
360-481-7287 
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@smcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SeatleVeterinarySpecial-
ists.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

Peaceful Transitions Ser-

vices   

Mobile Pet Euthanasia) 

Dr. Sharon Tyler 

www.peacefultransition ser-
vices.com 

360-347-6767 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

leadmeontraining.com 

Kenneling and training 
7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.DogFoodAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


